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President’s Report
Meetings: It is a great pleasure to ad-
dress you once more, in my capacity 
of President of AIPEA. The year 2019 
promises to be very busy with many ac-
tivities in the Clay World, most impor-
tant the EUROCLAY Conference (Par-
is, France, July 1st to 5th, 2019) among 
many other technical events listed in 
this newsletter. 2019 will also be im-
portant for the preparation of ICC-17 
which will be held in Istanbul (Turkey) 
in 2021 (see some information inside 
this newsletter). 
Awards: Prepare yourselves to partici-
pate in all the proposed activities and be 
alert about the several awards that AIPEA traditionally delivers at ICC conferences: 
AIPEA medals, Bradley Award, AIPEA Fellows, Student travel funds and Student best 
speaker & poster awards (see www.aipea.org). At Euroclay 2019 awards are to be pre-
sented to the best student poster and best oral presentations (winners and runners-up). 
Final results and cash prizes will be announced at the end of the conference as well as 
recognized in Elements Magazine. The following specifications apply: (1) only oral and 
poster presentations with a student as the first author (and as the presenting author) 
will be considered; (2) all students presenting at Euroclay are eligible; (3) a first and 
second prize will be given for each category (both oral and poster); (4) all student oral 
and poster presentations will be evaluated by members of AIPEA Council and their 
designates attending the conference. http://www.aipea.org/studfund.html
NCGs: AIPEA has now 22 active Affiliated Societies or groups from worldwide with a 
growing participation form Asia. AIPEA would like to expand its activities to countries 
without formal clay societies/groups. Unfortunately, we have received no news from 
some of them in the last years. We would like yet to learn if these societies / groups are 
still in activity and willing to cooperate with AIPEA in the promotion of clay Science. 
In 2019 we plan to encourage the formation of new national or regional clay groups 
(NCGs), the revitalization of “sleeping” and the affiliation of existing active clay groups. 
The new candidates should fill the form available at the AIPEA website (www.aipea.
org) and send their application to secretary@aipea.org. Meanwhile most of our affiliat-
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Obituary:
GEORGES PEDRO
(1929-2019)

Georges Pédro was born on June 26th, 1929 in Alma, near Al-
giers. He was initially trained as an agronomist at Maison-carrée 
(Algeria) which had become the National School of Agronomy 
of Algiers, from which he graduated in 1952 (1st rank). He then 
moved to France where he completed his research-based train-
ing at the University of Paris (Laboratory of Physical Geography 
and Dynamical Geology in Sorbonne University) before being 
recruited as a research assistant at INRA (National Institute for 
Agronomic Research) in 1955. He was initially assigned to the 
Soil Laboratory, then directed by Stéphane Hénin, who had 
been the first president of the CIPEA (which became in 1963 
the AIPEA as we know it today). He will spend his entire scien-
tific career in this institute. While there, Georges Pédro shaped 
his scientific work at the crossroads of agronomy and surface 
geosciences. This work was devoted to the experimental study 
of soil formation in contrasting settings, “experimental pedol-
ogy” as Dr. Pédro would name it. It should be noted that at the 
time this work considered a purely abiotic model that excluded 
the influence of plant growth or biotic activity in general. This 
work enabled Georges Pédro to be awarded a Doctor of Science 
degree in 1964 and has largely contributed to his very broad 
international scientific recognition, as evidenced by the many 
distinctions and prestigious positions he was later awarded. 
Georges Pédro kept devoting his scientific activity to studying 
the geochemical alteration of rocks as a function of their type 
and of the climates to which they are exposed. This enabled 
him to develop a general scheme for interpreting the different 
pedogenetic processes on the earth’s surface and to propose, in 
1967, a map at the global scale. 
In addition to these scientific activities, Georges Pédro also had 
a strong impact in shaping the international clay community. 
He became involved very early in scientific societies, becoming 
secretary of the French Clay Group (GFA) in 1958, under the 
presidency of Stéphane Hénin. He also played a key role in 
shaping AIPEA to the form currently known during the Inter-
national Geology Congress held in 1960 in Copenhagen. He 
was also heavily involved in the essential work of defining and 
clarifying clay nomenclature in the years 1960-1980, in partic-
ular with George W. Brindley (see photo). At the French level, 
Georges Pédro was President of the GFA from 1972 to 1975, 
just after the presidency of Georges Millot who had seen the 
GFA become the independent entity that we know and appre-
ciate today. He was also President of the Association Française 
d’Etude des Sols (AFES) from 1982 to 1986.

Georges Pédro also was a tireless teacher, teaching clay mineral-
ogy to ORSTOM students from 1965-1995, a class previously 
taught by Stéphane Hénin. He was also heavily involved in the 
teaching of the Master of Soil Science, a national program of 
which he was the head from 1985 to 1990. Michel Robert and 
Daniel Tessier were among his students. He also ensured a wide 
dissemination of knowledge through the numerous reference 
works he has written or directed, the last of which was pub-
lished in 2018 (Eds. AFES) on “Les couvertures superficielles 
des espaces continentaux de la Terre”.
With the death of Georges Pédro on January 30th, 2019, the 
world of clays, and the French Group of Clays in particular, 
loses an important actor of its history and an ambassador of 
choice. Our thoughts are with his loved ones.
Silver medal from CNRS (1980)
Member (1986), President (1993), Permanent secretary (1998-
2005), Honorary permanent secretary (2005) of the French 
Academy of Agriculture
Correspondent of the French Academy of Science (1987)
Member of Academia Europaea (1989)
Founding member of the Academy of Technologies (2000)
Additional information (in French) may be retrieved from 
the following links: http://www7.inra.fr/archorales/t10-04Pe-
droG.pdf - https://www.academie-sciences.fr/pdf/membre/
PedroG_bio0706.pdf - https://www.academie-technologies.fr/
members/122-georges-pedro

Picture taken at a meeting of the AIPEA Nomenclature com-
mittee (ICC 1969 – Tokyo, Japan) 
From left to right: Barbara S. Neumann, Georges F. Walker, 
Georges Pédro, George W. Brindley, Fyodor V. Chukhrov




